New Zealand’s agricultural GHG
emissions — and opportunities

Almost half New Zealand’s greenhouse gas emissions come from agriculture. The primary culprits are methane from ruminant livestock and nitrous oxide

from agricultural soils. In theory, the carbon cycle involving livestock is closed, as the CO» created when methane breaks down may be taken up by plants.

In practice, until methane converts to CO», there is an excess of GHG emissions in the atmosphere. Emissions have been climbing but there are solutions;
from methane vaccinations, to changing feed crops and cutting synthetic nitrogen fertilisers.
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